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Doors come in  different sizes and 
shapes.  
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Safety is also a feature in city 
buildings. 
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 The oldest building in New York was built in 1639 on Gardiners 

Island.  Most buildings represent different designs and styles of 
developer.   Buildings are designed in different shapes and sizes, 
depending on how high the developer can build it. Buildings are 
different in many ways, such as sizes, colors, the number on the door 
or awning, and the different kinds bricks and stones used to build 
the building. 

 Some of the buildings are residential but many are for 
commercial, religious, government, military and industrial use. 
Others serve as power stations, transportation hubs, parking 
garages, and storage units. Buildings can also be a mixture of all or 
some of the above.   In different areas of the city, there can be more 
residential buildings or the other way around. Buildings can look 
new but were built 30 years ago. For example, my building looks 
new but was made 44 years ago. (1970) 

 Various buildings are structured and built differently. The newest 
buildings being built are the New York City Freedom Tower and 
other buildings at the old World Trade Center site.  
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